
 

    
   

  
   

    

   

  
 

  

     
 

  
  

 

  
   

 
 

   

 

   
   

  
   

  

   

  

  

     
 

  
  

 

  
   

 
 

   

'• 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

September 17, 2026 

Lolly Lesher 
National Dairy Board Chair 
94 Lesher Road 
Bernville, PA 19506 

Dear Ms. Lesher: 

The Administration is committed to ensuring the U.S. Department ofAgriculture (USDA) fulfills 
its core mission to serve American farmers. By promoting agricultural production, overseeing 
nutrition programs, fostering rural development, and protecting our natural resources, we strive 
to guarantee the American people enjoy the safest, most affordable, and abundant food supply in 
the world. The Dairy Production Stabilization Act of 1983 (7 U.S.C. § 450 l et seq.) established 
the Dairy Promotion and Research Program ( dairy checkoff) fulfilling this mission through 
assessments and activities used exclusively to advance dairy promotion and research for the 
benefit of dairy farmers, importers, and consumers. 

USDA is advancing this Administration's economic and environmental goals by aligning 
checkoff programs with its policy positions. The policy ofUSDA- first and foremost- is to 
promote American agriculture. Effective immediately, all projects funded by the dairy checkoff 
program must focus on long-term value creation for future generations and not activities 
advancing Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) frameworks, net-zero, or climate­
neutrality initiatives. 

Although this is not an exhaustive list, upon review, USDA considers the following DMI 
initiatives as supporting ESG activities: the mandatory participation in Scope 3 GHG accounting 
by dairy producers; U.S. Dairy Materiality Assessment; U.S. Dairy Net Zero Initiative; Pathways 
to Dairy Net Zero; Greener Cattle Initiative; Sustainability Alliance; U.S. Dairy Stewardship 
Commitment; the mandatory participation in the Farmers Assuring Responsible Management 
Environmental Stewardship by dairy producers, and 2050 environmental stewardship goals 
insofar as it relates to ESG commitments, greenhouse-gas intensity reduction campaigns, and any 
solicitation of ESG commitments. Other initiatives may also be misaligned with departmental 
policy. 

To ensure policy alignment, please submit a detailed listing of all projects ( current and planned) 
supporting ESG activities, including but not limited to those listed above. The submission should 
include any contract termination limitations and a proposed plan for termination and be sent to 




