
Project Title Principal 
Investigator 

State(s) Affiliation Total Amount Producer Benefits 

Pasture Mealy 
Bug Survey – 
TX 

Awinash Bhatkar TX Texas 
Department of 
Agriculture 

$225,000 Surveys will help in protecting Texas pastures and natural 
resources and supporting the stability of interstate 
agricultural markets. 

Phenology and 
Insecticide 
Control of 
Pasture 
Mealybug, 
Heliococcus 
summervillei 

David Kerns TX Texas A&M 
AgriLife 

$142,412 Identify insecticides with the greatest efficacy and to 
evaluate their impact to the natural enemy complex, and 
investigate the pest’s phenology to aid in application timing. 

Pasture 
Mealybug 
Survey 

Tina Peltier LA Louisiana 
Department of 
Agriculture and 
Forestry 

$150,000  
Determine the presence / absence of Pasture Mealybug, 
allow for quicker response if present and increase awareness 
of the threat among growers and industry stakeholders.  
 

Survey and 
characterization 
of biological 
control agents of 
Pasture 
Mealybug, 
Heliococcus 
summervillei 
Brookes in 
Florida 

Jason Stanley FL Florida 
Department of 
Agriculture and 
Consumer 
Services 

$345,114 To identify and assess currently available biocontrol options 
for this pest in Florida. 

Rapid 
Assessment, 
Detection, 
Characterization, 
and Extension 
Support for 
Pasture 
Mealybug in 
Florida 
Agricultural 
Systems 

Marcelo Wallau FL University of 
Florida 

$291,641 Support current response efforts and establish a knowledge 
base required for future management, mitigation, and 
research programs. 

 


